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Traditionally, and technically, what differentiates a B&B from a
guesthouse is that the former includes only breakfast, while the
latter could include all three meals. But beyond that, if you're
the sort that needs to travel every week, B&Bs work because
you’re unpacking into a space more personal than a hotel room,
where you can actually feel at home. As a foreigner, the bed
and breakfast set-up—big on interaction with your hosts—is a
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great way to experience the city you're in a little less like a tourist,

a little more like a local.

To back our suggestion that you definitely give this experience

a try, we’ve rounded up five of our favourite Bed & Breakfast in
the capital, all bursting with unique Indian flavours, all hosted by
wonderfully warm people who believe that guests are no less than
gods, and all for under US$100!

On the House, Safdarjung Enclave
If you can, book yourself the Mulberry or Pine room here, they're
really the cutest of the seven guest rooms at this five-year-

old B&B. Sporting delightful bold red and lime green themes
respectively, these rooms are fitted with clean-lined furniture

and individual televisions, and while the Mulberry overlooks the
gazebo, the Pine room has its own private balcony. The gazebo is
where you're likely to spend your evenings, surrounded by plants,
wicker baskets, intriguing knick-knacks, and a bright green picket
fence. If you're contemplating a superior room, check out the
Gulmohar or the Oak, which (purely incidentally) share colour
schemes similar to the Mulberry and Pine. The dining room is on
the first floor, whose adjacent kitchen is manned by a friendly
cook serving up ghar-ka-khaana (home-cooked
food) that won't let you miss home.

Type: Cute, funky, modern

Price: Rs 3,000 - Rs 4,000 per night; includes
breakfast, bed-tea and daily laundry. Lunch and
dinner available on order.

Contact: Aradhna Lanba; Tel: +91 98110 47414;
www.bedandbreakfastnewdelhi.com
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Sai Villa, Greater Kailash- Il

Sai Villa is as warm as its owners, Savita and Ashutosh Gupta,

who live one floor above the five-room bed and breakfast that
opened mid-2007. A combination of dark wood, bright colour, and
innovative lighting, the rooms are embellished with kitschy details.
The superior deluxe category room is the nicest (and biggest)—it
is located on the side of the main house, sort of in what one may
imagine was previously garage space. And we’re not sure what it is
about their beds, but ask people who've stayed here, and they’ll
be sure to mention how comfortable they were. After breakfast,
there’s no one to cook you a meal, but this B&B is only minutes
away from Delhi’s most popular eateries, so you can walk to one,
or order something in.

Type: Friendly, modern

Price: Rs 2,500 — Rs 3,450 per night; includes breakfast, unlimited
non-alcoholic beverages, broadband and wireless internet, and
local telephone calls.

Contact: Ashutosh Gupta; Tel: +91 98110 69943, (011) 2921 0924;

www.saivilla.com

< Far left: The alluring entrance to On The House; Left: Antique furniture and Raja Ravi
Verma paintings on a soft green wall give the Oak Room a relaxed appeal; Below: With

bold colours, the carefully chosen bed linen brightens up the room at Sai Villa.
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New Delhi Bed and Breakfast, Vasant Kunj

Catch her at tea-time, and owner Renu Dayal may share trivia such
as, ‘New Delhi has the second largest number of birds in the world
(the first is Nairobi, in case you're wondering). In the evening,
you’d think half of the capital’s feathered friends were flocked
around her very birdbath outside. Incidentally, the most charming
space of Delhi’s original B&B, the verandah is a wonderful little
cobbled-stone sit-out, decorated with garden accessories from
around the world. Inside, two of the three very cosy rooms are
offered to guests, and the living room is where you’ll find a small
library, television and Doogie, the very sleepy dog. If it’s a quiet
place you're looking for, the only thing to distract you here is the
gentle song of the mynah and bulbul.

Type: Homely, understated, with a hint of old-fashioned elegance
Price on request; includes breakfast. Lunch and dinner available
on order.

Contact: Renu Dayal; tel: +91 98102 94966;
www.newdelhibedandbreakfast.com
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A Clockwise from above: The tastefully done rooms at New
- Delhi Bed and Breakfast; The common drawing and dining

~ area on the first floor of Thikana; The warm, cosy living
room of New Delhi Bed and Breakfast with large cushions

7.

‘ to sink into and a dog to complete the picture.

As a foreigner, the bed
and breakfast set-up is a
great way to experience
the city you're in a little
less like a tourist, a little
more like a local.

Thikana, Gulmohar Park

Thikana is the kind of stylish, contemporary house you wish you
had the good sense and wherewithal to own and maintain yourself.
Most pleasing is their attention to detail—the way light falls on

a Rajasthani handicraft or abstract painting, a little flower placed
in the soapdish in your bathroom, a library of books that lives in
little steamer trunks... the credit of which goes to Sheetal Bhalla,
who owns, lives in, and runs Thikana with her hushband Atul.
Spread across two floors (and a lovely terrace), the eight plush
guestrooms sport large windows that look out to the leafy green
area of Gulmohar Park. Each floor has its own TV-room, fitted with
a home theatre system and comfy sofas, a drawing and dining
area, and a very popular snack tray with treats to soothe oddly-
timed hungers.

Type: Modern, contemporary

Price: Rs. 4,000 onwards per night; includes breakfast, broadband
and wireless internet, and tea/coffee. Lunch and dinner available
on order.

Contact: Atul Bhalla; tel: +91 98 115 43335; (011) 4604 1569;
www.thikanadelhi.com



Delhi Bed & Breakfast, Friend's Colony (East)

More than the three guest-rooms, it’s this haveli(mansion)-styled
B&B'’s three outdoor sit-outs that grab your attention. Perhaps
because that’s where all the guests seem to spend their time.
Settle into the large swing here in the evenings, surrounded by
quirky planters and colourful pots and plants, or retire to the
comfortable rooms inside. Either way, you can’t help but be a part
of owner Sheikh Pervez’s family, who also lives here with his wife,
mother and two young sons. In his own words, “Guests hamse
bachh nahin sakte” (Guests can’t escape from us). A good thing,
perhaps, because between the down-to-earth couple, you'll get
the low-down on what’s happening in the city, where to go, what
to do, and what definitely not to.

Type: Traditional, homely

Price: Rs 3,000 — 3,550 per night; includes breakfast and

wireless internet.

Contact: Lubna or Sheikh Pervez; Tel: +91 98110 57103;
www.delhibedandbreakfast.com
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A Clockwise from above: The guestroom on the first floor of Thikana; The living room
_ of Delhi Bed & Breakfast covered with Persian carpets has a cosy vibe; The swing in
| the front garden of Delhi Bed & Breakfast is a favourite with guests.






